WOOD  PEA, Lathynu sylvestrti L.

227. Wood Pea, Lathyru$ syfvestris L. (X j); perennial with
a creeping root-stock; stems climbing by tendrils, green and
broadly winged between the nodes; stipules narrow, acute, with
1 side-lobe at the base; leaves with a single pair of leaflets; the
stalk winged, the upper portion ending ia a 3-forked tendril;
leaflets forming a V, lanceolate, very acute, up to about 4 in.
long, with 3 parallel nerves, not hairy, but microscopically
dotted; main flower-stalk (peduncle) axillary, usually accom-
panied by a short branchlet, few-flowered, up to about 6 in.
long; flowers (A, X |) on rather recurved stalks; calyx (B, X 1)

bell-shaped, with 2 short triangular upper teeth, the lowest tooth
about twice as long; petals of rather indeterminate colour, the,
standard (vexUlum) (C, X 8) broad and more or less flushed with
pink, the wings (alac) (D, x 1) purplish in the upper half, the
keel-petals (E, X I) united on the upper side and dull green;
stamens (1% x 11) 10, in 2 bundles (diadclphous), the upper one
completely free, the others united in a tube open along the top;
ovary (G, X I i) not hairy; style up-curved, hairy below the apex;
fruit (H, X 1) flattened, loosely net-veined (reticulate), about
2i in. long; seeds (J, X 1J) ,1 in. nearly globular, purple-black;
with a broad scar nearly their whole length (family Papihonftceac).
Grows in hedges, woods and copses, {lowering during summer;
distributed in Europe.
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